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The Brief History of Pubmed

 NLM has been indexing the biomedical literature since 1879, to help provide health 

professionals access to information necessary for research, health care, and education.

 What was once a printed index to articles, the Index Medicus, became a database now 

known as MEDLINE®.  MEDLINE contains journal citations and abstracts for biomedical 

literature from around the world.  

 Since 1996, free access to MEDLINE has been available to the public online via PubMed. 

PubMed is a database developed by the National Center for Biotechnology Information 

(NCBI) at the National Library of Medicine (NLM) available on the Web since 1940.



PubMed: What is it?

 PubMed is a free database accessing the MEDLINE database of

citations, abstracts and some full text articles on life sciences

and biomedical topics.

 http://www.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed



PubMed: What is in it?

 As of 8 March 2012 ~ over 21 million citations for biomedical 

literature 

 from MEDLINE, life science journals, and online books. 

 As of November 2011, 5,582 in Medline
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Author Search
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Research Question

Does renal impairment

increase mortality risk in 

Type 2 Diabetes Mellitus?

 Population: Type 2 DM

 Determinant: Renal impairment 

 Outcome: Mortality
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Save Results in Pubmed







Search Tips in Pubmed

Truncation *

Pharm*

pharmacology, 

pharmacy, 

pharmaceutical, …



Phrase Searching

“ “

 "Health Planning"



Single Citation Matcher





MESH DataBase

 Medical Subject Headings (MeSH)

 Systematic keyword catalogue

 Related to content

 5 MeSH terms per record

 Based on title and abstract words

 Partially manual process

 Misclassification possible

• MeSH = US spelling



 Author keywords: NOT used

 Only available 3 – 6 months after publication

 Adjustment to terms regular

 Eg. 2007

• 22 terms removed

• 494 terms added

• 99 terms replaced








